June 27, 2003

President George Bush

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President: 

We would like to reiterate our gratitude for your strong stance against terrorism and your continued involvement in finding a solution to the Middle East conflict.  We continue to hope and pray for a permanent peace in the Middle East that will allow for normal relations between Israel and its neighbors, and we believe that this goal is not merely a dream but can become a reality.

Unfortunately, there are terrorist organizations in the region who are not interested in peace.  In recent weeks, we have seen an escalation of violence on the part of groups like Hamas and Islamic Jihad whose interests are not in making peace, but rather the destruction of Israel and the elimination of the Jewish state.  As you so eloquently stated, “the mission of the free world, those who care for peace, is to deny the people like Hamas the ability to destroy and to kill.”  Peace can only be achieved when the terrorist organizations who are dedicated to the murder of civilians are destroyed and their roots eradicated.

Your strong commitment to a peaceful solution of this conflict in which Israel, the Jewish State, can live side by side with a Palestinian State in peace and security is a noble goal.  While we look forward to the continuation of the peace process, we recognize that there are many steps in the Road Map that need to be fulfilled before this final goal can be accomplished.  The terrorist actions of Hamas are reprehensible, and you are correct in stating that, “in the meantime, before that state is established, it is clear that the free world, those who love freedom and peace, must deal harshly with Hamas and the killers.”  

We also applaud you for rightfully excluding Yassir Arafat from the Aqaba summit. Examining the history of Arafat’s actions, one can only suspect he will order and organize another wave of terrorist violence to destroy any hope for peace.  Arafat is a terrorist who stalled the peace process to further his personal agenda.  No one can doubt that Arafat ordered the murder of thousands of civilians while he stole millions of dollars in humanitarian aid. 
Your unwavering dedication to the security and safety of Israel’s citizens is welcomed during these troubling times by your supporters in the House of Representatives and by freedom loving Americans and people around the world.  Your steadfastness against terrorism sends a message to the world that we will never cease in our fight to protect the world from terrorist groups like Hamas and Islamic Jihad.  Thank you for your commitment to a safe and secure Israel.







Sincerely,

Tom DeLay

Roy Blunt

Deborah Pryce

Eric Cantor
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