Other Voices: Halftime show only half the story

By Jo Ann Davis

February 16 2004

During my time in Congress, I have done my best to do my job and let my legislative record speak as my social commentary. I have avoided using the bully pulpit as a means to tackle controversy. Yet the events witnessed at the great American spectacle - the Super Bowl - need to be addressed, and I have joined several of my colleagues in Congress demanding swift action from the Federal Communications Commission following the halftime debacle.

To his credit, FCC Chairman Michael Powell already had the ball rolling before my congressional inquiry and most of the 200,000 complaints came to the commission. Even more comforting is that Powell recognizes what most of America recognizes - the blatant nudity during halftime was just a culmination of the entire evening. From the beer companies' obsession with bathroom humor and slapstick routines involving human anatomy, to the countless commercials promoting yet another mindless sitcom, the entire evening was an insult to one's intelligence and self-respect.

The 11-minute halftime routine was just the icing on the cake. The nudity was just one of many highlights of an X-rated performance staged by MTV and allowed by CBS and the National Football League. Powell recognizes this, and I, along with many members of Congress, have demanded that he meet this violation of law with hard and swift justice.

Yet the exercising of the law by the FCC will not wipe away the damage caused by the events of Feb. 1. Over the years the entertainment industry has made a habit of pushing the envelope on ethics and morality, and they are winning. I challenge you to find an evening of network television that does not have programming revolving around sex or violence. If you succeed, please let me know.

Today, the typical sitcom takes place in a few rooms, with the same set of characters, making remarks about sex and backed up by a pathetic laugh track. That's the best Hollywood can do. Today's writers, producers and directors are void of any imagination, any creativity, any thought. It's simple - sex and a laugh track. Why? As they put it, sex sells.

Well, I don't buy it. The American people are better than that, and they deserve better. The majority of morally bankrupt television, music and movies out today are not targeted toward you or me. They are targeted toward our children because that is where the money is. Think about it. How often do you really go to the movies?

Our youth are living in a whirlwind of peer pressure, stress and temptation. Well aware of this, the entertainment industry preys on their vulnerability. Our youth are bombarded with this stuff, and many eventually succumb. Take a look at MTV for an hour - the halftime routine is commonplace.

Hundreds of thousands of teenagers across America attend these films, buy these CDs and watch these shows. It is their culture - and driven by MTV - it has become their life. And the parents? We pay for it, and the entertainment industry knows it.

So if the 43-year-old man watching the Super Bowl this year was wondering with dismay why a kid like Justin Timberlake was singing for him, the answer is - he wasn't. He was targeting your kids, and unless we as a society stand up and do something about it, it will only get worse.

The moral fiber of America has been under assault for sometime now, and perhaps the events at the Super Bowl may be enough to wake us up. Over the years, the courts have practiced judicial activism, and have radically legislated from the bench. Their actions are tearing down the foundations of our traditional values, and we as a people have allowed it to happen.

The sexual display at halftime was designed to shock, and then progress the efforts of the entertainment industry to push the envelope a bit further. The ultimate slippery slope just got a lot more slick, and for the industry, this is worth any fine they may have to pay.

However, perhaps, just perhaps, this stunt may backfire. It is my hope that this awakens the millions upon millions of parents who were horrified at what they, and their children right next to them, had to endure. It is my hope that morality will once again reign in America.

Yet for now, my heart goes out to the hundreds of thousands of fathers who sat, with their young sons taking part in the father-son tradition of watching the Super Bowl together. The fathers who have given their all to raise their sons to respect women and to live life with dignity and morals. For these fathers, the 11-minute halftime show is 11 minutes of time they can never get back.

Davis, R-Gloucester, represents Virginia's 1st Congressional District. 
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