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Davis Petitions DoD on Decision to Discontinue Support of Boy Scouts 
Local lawmaker calls decision ‘shortsighted’
(Washington, DC) - Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis today petitioned the Department of Defense on what she called a “shortsighted’ decision to discontinue supporting the Boy Scouts of America. In a letter to Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, Davis asked the Pentagon to reconsider the decision, and emphasized the importance of the relationship between the Boy Scouts and the Department of Defense. Davis also pointed out the connection between the DoD and the Jamboree held at AP Hill.  

“I disagree with this decision, and I believe the Department of Defense should continue to exercise its authority to support the activities of the Boy Scouts of America. I ask that the Pentagon reconsider this shortsighted decision,” wrote Davis in the letter to Rumsfeld. “I am disappointed by these recent events that will potentially threaten a solid partnership that has benefited many over the years,” added Davis, who is a Member of the House Armed Services Committee.
Davis has taken issue with a decision made at the Pentagon to cease supporting the Boy Scouts in scout activities. The Pentagon reached this decision following a lawsuit filed by the American Civil Liberties Union against the Department of Defense for supporting the scouts, an organization that recognizes God as a basis for their group. 

“The Department of Defense should not be manipulated by an extreme group bent on pursuing a political agenda,” said Congresswoman Davis. “I believe the Department of Defense has every right to work with the Boy Scouts, and I believe this relationship is very important for both groups. The relationship between the Department of Defense and the Boy Scouts of America is a mutually beneficial partnership, with many former Scouts choosing to join the ranks of our nation’s Armed Forces,” added Davis.

Davis noted that over the last 30 years, the Department of Defense has been specifically authorized to host Scouts on its installations and to provide equipment, transportation, and other services for both national and international events such as the Boy Scout Jamboree.  Furthermore, United States Code Title 10, sections 4682, 7541, and 9682 authorizes the Department of Defense to sell and donate (in certain cases) obsolete or excess material to the Boy Scouts of America to support its activities.  “In the First District of Virginia, the Boy Scout Jamboree is held at Fort A.P. Hill every four years.  The success of this event is directly attributable to the strong relationship that the Boy Scouts and the Department of Defense have built over the years,” said Davis.
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