The “RU-486 Approval Suspension and Review Act of 2003”
The “RU-486 Approval Suspension and Review Act of 2003” would:

 

1) 
Immediately suspend FDA’s approval of RU-486.

2)
Initiate an independent review and report by the General Accounting Office.

3)
Indefinitely suspend FDA’s approval of RU-486 if the GAO determines the FDA violated its own approval protocols.

 

Talking points:

· In the wake of the death of Holly Patterson and other deaths from RU-486, the FDA has ample justification to immediately suspend its approval of RU-486. 

· Congress should not abrogate its oversight responsibilities to the FDA.  Members of Congress have a duty to protect the health and safety of women, and asking the FDA to investigate their own approval protocols, as some have suggested, would be like asking the proverbial fox to assess the safety of the chicken coop.  Any investigation must be both independent and consequential.  

 

· The irregular circumstances surrounding the approval of RU-486 during the waning days of the Clinton administration justify an immediate suspension of RU-486.  

· If the GAO finds that FDA’s approval process for RU-486 was in violation of its own protocols, Congress should indefinitely suspend FDA’s approval of the drug. 

 

