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Doolittle: 9th Circuit’s Liberal Agenda Becoming Law of Land

Pledge Found Unconstitutional in Public Schools – AGAIN!

WASHINGTON, D.C. – House Republican Conference Secretary John T. Doolittle (R-Calif.) today said California courts have once again hijacked the will of the voters by upholding the precedent set by the liberal Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals which ruled that recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance was unconstitutional in public schools.  

U.S. District Judge Lawrence Karlton ruled today in favor of a lawsuit brought by Sacramento atheist Michael Newdow on behalf of three families whose children attend Northern California public schools.


“Once again, the Ninth Circuit’s liberal agenda is being imposed on millions of American school children.  Today’s ruling is evidence that the law of the land has become an open door for all activist judges to eliminate ‘under God’ from the pledge,” Doolittle said.  

“When the Supreme Court overturned this case due to procedural errors, it was obvious they had only offered a short term solution,” Doolittle continued.

“Today, it is clear that we need a more permanent solution to prevent future activist courts from selectively deleting the parts of the pledge that they dislike,” Doolittle said.  “The Pledge Protection Act is an important step toward safeguarding the First Amendment rights of millions of Americans who believe the Pledge of Allegiance should remain intact.”

Disregarding overwhelming precedent, in 2002, activist judges on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals had declared “under God” unconstitutional.  The case was later overturned by the Supreme Court on procedural grounds.
Doolittle is a cosponsor of the Pledge Protection Act which guarantees the right of children to say the phrase “under God” while reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Act passed the House of Representatives in September.  If passed into law, this bill would restrict the jurisdiction of the federal courts from ruling on the constitutionality of the pledge.  

The power of Congress to limit the jurisdiction of the federal courts and the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is granted in Article III of the Constitution.

U.S. Rep. John T. Doolittle has served in the House of Representatives since 1991.  As Secretary of the House Republican Conference, he is an elected member of the House Republican Leadership.  Doolittle represents California’s 4th Congressional District and serves on the Appropriations Committee, Energy and Water, Agriculture, and Interior Subcommittees, and the House Administration Committee.
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