Campaign Finance Confusion?

There is a better way…

Co-Sponsor The Citizen Legislature and Political 

Freedom Act

Dear Colleague:

Upon passage of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA), proponents of the bill proudly proclaimed that their plan would “clean up” the way campaigns are financed in this country.  A little over a year later things are more muddled than ever -- uncertainty abounds, and campaign finance law in this country has been turned on its head.  

The recent decision by the federal district court illustrated this fact. Thirteen months and 1,638 pages later, and we are still no closer to knowing what we are able to do under law.  However, it is becoming increasingly apparent that it is extremely difficult to reconcile the Constitutionally suspect provisions of BCRA with true political participation in this country.  THERE IS A BETTER WAY.

Next week, I plan to re-introduce the Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act, the only campaign finance proposal that ensures a free and open political process to all Americans.  Instead of placing layers of government regulation in the way of political participation, my bill presents a simple fix, reaffirming individuals’ constitutional liberties of speech and association, and fostering true campaign competition.  

The Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act:

· repeals hard money limits on how much individuals and political action committees may contribute to candidates or parties;  repeals limits on how much parties may contribute to candidates;

· terminates taxpayer financing of presidential election campaigns;

· requires political parties to distinguish between federal and non-federal funds;  


requires each state party to file with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) a 


copy of the same disclosure form as it files with the state;

· requires electronic filing of campaign reports; requires reports to be filed every 24 


hours during 3 months preceding an election;

· requires FEC to post all campaign reports on the Internet; and bars acceptance of campaign contributions unless certain disclosure requirements are met (“best effort” no longer permitted for certain contributions).
My proposal is rooted in the belief that, in a democracy, the government should not have the power to limit nor prohibit political participation.  In a country that is truly free, the best we can hope for -- indeed, the most we should ask for -- is full disclosure of campaign contributions so that voters can make informed decisions.    

If you would like to become an original cosponsor of the Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act, or would like more information on the bill, please contact Greg Orlando of my staff at x52511.






Sincerely, 






JOHN T. DOOLITTLE
