Should Americans Be Governed By the Laws of Jamaica, India, Zimbabwe, or the European Union?

Support the Feeney/ Goodlatte Resolution

Dear Colleague:

The Declaration of Independence announced that one of the chief causes of the American Revolution was that King George had “combined to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution and unacknowledged by our laws.” With growing frequency, the Supreme Court has relied upon decisions of foreign judicial tribunals when deciding American constitutional and statutory cases. Six Supreme Court justices have written or joined opinions that cited foreign authorities -- including courts in Jamaica, India, Zimbabwe, and the European Union -- to justify its decisions.  Lower Federal courts are beginning to follow this disturbing trend.   

In a recent speech, Justice Sandra Day O'Connor stated:   “I suspect that over time [the U.S. Supreme Court] will rely increasingly . . . on international and foreign courts in examining domestic issues.”  According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Justice O’Connor also encouraged federal judges to give more weight to international court decisions.  Justice Breyer has cited foreign judgments and expressed similar sentiments.  Article VI of the Constitution unambiguously states that the Constitution and federal statutes are the supreme law of the land.  We, as Members of Congress, swear an oath to defend the Constitution and pass laws that respect it; Federal judges swear an oath to defend the Constitution and interpret the law in a manner that preserves it. 

America’s sovereignty and the integrity of our legal process are threatened by a jurisprudence predicated upon laws and judicial decisions alien to our Constitution and our system of self-government.  The American people have not consented to being ruled by foreign powers or tribunals, and their elected representatives have an obligation to ensure that America’s courts do not impose this rule upon them.  If you are concerned about judicial reliance on foreign laws or judgments, please become an original cosponsor of the "Reaffirmation of American Independence Resolution" (the Feeney/ Goodlatte Resolution).  This resolution affirms the sense of Congress that judicial decisions should not be based on any foreign laws, court decisions, or pronouncements of foreign governments unless they are expressly approved by Congress.  

Please contact Ryan Visco in Congressman Feeney's office at 5-2706 or Branden Ritchie in Congressman Goodlatte's office at 5-5431 by Tuesday, March 2 to be an original cosponsor of this critical resolution.  

