No Net Loss of Private Lands Act

Talking Points:

· The bill would require that any acquisition of more than 100 acres of new federal lands in the West (states with 25 percent or more of federal lands) be offset by a corresponding sale of existing holdings of equal or greater value.  The bill would therefore stop the expansion of the vast holdings of lands in the West, and begin the process of selling these valuable holdings back to the public. 

· In 13 Western states, 51.9% of the land is owned by the federal government.  In the 37 other states, only 4.1% is federally owned.  While the federal government promised in these Western states’ enabling acts that they would sell a portion of these federal lands and dedicate the funds to state projects, the government has instead increased its holdings.  The federal government continues to increase those holdings, spending close to $200 million a year to acquire new lands.  

· Requiring a corresponding sale of existing holdings for the purchase of any new federal land would not only stop the literal expansion of the federal government, but would also generate needed revenues to offset the costs of these acquisitions.  The bill would require the federal government to consider the impact of its acquisitions, and to begin the process of returning federally-held lands into private hands.  

· Finally, the federal government should not continue to acquire new lands when it has not fully funded the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program, which is designed to compensate states for the tax revenue lost because federal lands cannot be taxed.  $4.2 billion in property tax revenue is lost every year from these federal lands. Acquiring new federal holdings will only increase PILT obligations, which are already underfunded.

· Sponsors in the Senate Include:  Craig Thomas (WY), Sen. Michael Enzi (WY), Ted Stevens (AK), and Conrad Burns (MT).

