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Office of Congressman Jeff Flake

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  Thursday, February 10, 2005

CONTACT :  Matthew Specht (202) 225-2635
Congressman Flake to Reintroduce Legislation Capping Medicare Prescription Drug Cost

Costs Over Initial $400 Billion Estimate Must Be Offset

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s Sixth District, today announced that he would reintroduce legislation that he sponsored last year that would cap the cost of the Medicare prescription drug benefit at the initial $400 billion estimate.


News reports yesterday indicated that the cost of the Medicare prescription drug benefit may reach as high as $1.2 trillion.


“Many of us who voted against this prescription drug benefit said at the time that $400 billion was a low-balled estimate,” said Flake.  “However, that’s the estimate that was used to pass the bill, and if we’re going to go through with this new entitlement, we ought not to exceed $400 billion.”

Congressman Flake introduced the bill (H.R. 3854) last February with Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina.
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