· The interstate system was begun in the mid-1950s to connect the states and regions of the country. The system is complete and has connected all regions of the country with the world’s best highway system. 

· The modern challenge is not traversing the country—it is traversing cities and suburbs.

· The most significant transportation problem now is congestion. Congestion is a local problem.

· Local congestion problems should be solved by local and state governments—not Washington bureaucrats and congressional committees.

· Despite record levels of highway spending, congestion is worsening and highways are deteriorating. Increased federal spending and prioritizing has failed and should not continue.

· Federal spending on transit is currently authorized at $7.2 billion per year and is expected to account for 20 percent of highway trust fund revenues.

· Transit’s share of the urban markets for work trips is 1.9 percent when measured on a per-passenger-mile basis. Transit’s share for all markets is closer to 1 percent.

· If effect, 20 percent of highway funding is going to 1 percent of commuters.

· According to the Federal Transit Administration, 74 percent of all ridership in 2000 occurred in just seven metropolitan areas—New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Washington D.C.

· New York alone accounted for 42 percent of transit riders nationwide.

· 25 percent of commuters in New York take transit to work, while in Detroit and Nashville, respectively, 2 percent and 1 percent do so.

· Federally funded highway projects are subject to Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements.

· If highway projects and funding are left to the states, Davis-Bacon requirements would no longer apply (some states do, however, have their own prevailing wage laws).

· Estimates of additional costs imposed by Davis-Bacon range from 5 to 38 percent. A conservative estimate by Heritage Foundation is 8 percent.

· The 1987 highway bill contained 152 earmarks, ISTEA (1991) contained 538 earmarks, TEA-21 contained 1850 earmarks

· 12 of the poorest 22 states are donor states; 11 of the wealthiest 15 states are donor states. Mississippi, the poorest state gets 90 cents back for every dollar sent the highway trust fund while Connecticut, the richest state, receives $1.55 for every dollar.

· The fast-growing southern and Sunbelt states are generally donor states. Florida received $0.79 for every dollar in taxes, South Carolina received $0.71, and Virginia received $0.83. In contrast, northeastern states, where transportation needs were not growing as fast, received more than they paid into the fund. New York received $1.14 for each tax dollar, Pennsylvania received $1.11, and Rhode Island received $2.09.

