July 23, 2003

Support a resolution to term limit appropriators

Dear Colleague:

It is no secret that the size of government continues to grow to historic levels. Not just at the federal level, but at state and local levels as well.  We are now faced with a $455 billion deficit, which is larger than any in the history of the United States.

Serious spending discipline can only start with those who control some of the Washington spending. I will soon be introducing a resolution to term-limit those who sit on the House Appropriations Committee. This proposal would limit appropriators to no more than three Congresses (6 years) in a period of five successive Congresses.

You may recall that in 1995 the freshman class championed committee term limits as a means to instill new blood in committee positions.  It was then that they decided that members of the Budget Committee be limited to four Congresses.  And, eight years later, my freshman class has started a working group – the Washington Waste Watchers – to combat waste, fraud and abuse. 

Term limiting the appropriators is no reflection whatsoever on the leadership of those that are currently serving on the Committee, especially that of Chairman Bill Young. I commend his continued dedication and service to this Country.  And, this will certainly not deprive my colleagues from institutional leadership. This is simply a preventative measure that will allow my colleagues the opportunity to direct tax dollars, and allow fresh ideas into the appropriations process. 

I encourage you to support this effort to reform federal government spending. To co-sponsor, please contact Emily Porter at 226-1178. 





Most Sincerely,

Trent Franks





Member of Congress

