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The Congressional Gold Medal

Millions of $ in Gold, Courtesy of Taxpayers
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History: The Congressional Gold Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest and most distinguished civilian award, was first awarded in 1776, to General George Washington, and since then, to over one hundred individuals.  It was originally awarded to military leaders for achievement in battle, but became a civilian medal after the institution of the Medal of Honor.  The Gold Medal is presented both for singular acts of exceptional service and for lifetime achievement.  

Source: http://www.congressionalgoldmedal.com/index.htm

Cost: The Congressional Budget Office has previously estimated that it costs $30,000 to design a Gold Medal, although according to the Treasury Department, this figure was based on lower gold prices of between $6,000 to $6,500 per medal. According to Treasury, each Congressional Gold Medal contains 14.5 troy ounces or 16 regular ounces of gold.  As of May 4th, 2006, gold was trading for $676.50 an ounce. Thus, a medal authorized under current rates would include approximately $10,824 worth of gold, and cost taxpayers approximately $34,000. The bills often authorize funds to be spent from the U.S. Mint’s Public Enterprise Fund to pay for the costs of the medals, with sales of a duplicate bronze medal authorized to “offset” the cost of the gold medal.  While sales of most duplicate medals are not strong enough to offset the cost of the gold medal, in some cases, sales of duplicate medals for individuals such as George Washington, Pope John Paul II, and Ronald Reagan, have offset their gold medal costs.   

The Navajo Code Talkers Gold Medals were estimated by the RSC to have had design costs of $90,000, with a total gold cost of $236,500. Researchers have reported that gold medals awarded posthumously to individuals or groups have resulted, in some circumstances, in litigation and disputes between survivors regarding ownership of the medal.

Recipients: Among the recipients of the medal are President George Washington, Mother Teresa, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Winston Churchill, and Pope John Paul II, Ruth Graham and Billy Graham, Peanuts’ cartoon creator Charles Shultz, the Navajo Code Talkers, and Jackie Robinson. 

To see a full list of award recipients see: http://clerk.house.gov/histHigh/Congressional_History/goldMedal.html
Recent Nominees: During the 108th and 109th Congresses, legislation has been introduced to award the Gold Medal to individuals including:

· United Airlines Flight 93 passengers, Crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia, the Tuskegee Airmen, and Thurgood Marshall
· Golfers: Arnold Palmer, Byron Nelson, and Tiger Woods

· Political activists: Rev. Jesse Jackson and Cesar Chavez

· TV personalities: Mr. Fred Rogers and CSPAN anchor Brian Lamb 

· Singers and Entertainers: Ray Charles, Celia Cruz, and Ossie Davis
· Other Indian Code Talkers: Sioux, Comanche, Choctaw, Sac, and Fox Code Talkers
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