FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

                       CONTACT: Amos Snead 

Thursday, September 15, 2005



       
       (202) 225-3035

 Gohmert Introduces Bill to Halt Government 

Construction - Except for Aid to Katrina Victims

WILL ENACT TEMPORARY MORATORIUM

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Representative Louie Gohmert (TX-01) today introduced the “Temporary Moratorium on Federal Building Construction Act of 2005.” If enacted, this will prohibit the U.S. Government or any branch of the government from constructing or entering into new leases until 2007. 

“As stewards of the American taxpayer dollars, we must tighten the fiscal belt of the federal government to ease the long term burden on citizens,” Gohmert said.  “At a time like this, it seems inappropriate to me that we have allocated money for the construction of federal buildings around the country and in D.C. at a time when there are no buildings in some places in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.” 
“We realize that there are necessary costs to the federal government in order to help those recovering from Hurricane Katrina. However, we must do two things:  we must spend wisely and carefully, and secondly, we must not spend in areas that can wait until the devastation is repaired.  We also do not need to be constructing and leasing more buildings to house ever-expanding legions of bureaucrats.” 

Fourteen additional House members have already joined Rep. Gohmert as original co-sponsors to help ease the burden on American taxpayers. 

Highlights of Temporary Moratorium on Federal Construction Act: 


Prohibits government from constructing or entering into new leases until 2007


Does not affect funds to rebuild the Gulf Coast region


Does not affect funds for the interests of national security

Rep. Gohmert represents the First District of Texas in the U.S. House of Representatives. Prior to being elected to serve in Congress, Rep. Gohmert was elected to three terms as District Judge in Smith County, Texas and was later appointed to complete a term as Chief Justice of the 12th Court of Appeals. He can be reached at www.gohmert.house.gov <http://www.gohmert.house.gov>.  
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