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GOODLATTE RAISES CONCERNS WITH EU PRESIDENT OVER INTERNET GOVERNANCE ISSUE
Washington, DC: Today Congressman Bob Goodlatte, Co-Chairman of the Congressional Internet Caucus, met with EU Commission President Jose Manuel Barosso and raised strong concerns about the EU’s apparent endorsement of the U.N.’s efforts to take control over the administration of the Internet.

Currently, much of the Internet’s administration is run by the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), a private organization based in the United States that works closely with the U.S. Department of Commerce.  ICANN’s board of directors is comprised of many international members.

The U.N., led by countries such as China, Iran and Cuba, released a report earlier this year which included proposals to take control over the administration of the Internet from the U.S.-based ICANN and give it to a bureaucratic U.N. body.  

“Until recently, the EU had not endorsed such proposals, and it is appalling that the EU would move in this direction.  The EU should realize that the United States protects the Internet through freedom.  The U.S. is uniquely positioned in the world to protect the fundamental principles of free press and free speech, upon which the Internet has thrived,” said Goodlatte.  “The U.S. Constitution guarantees these basic rights and to turn more control of the Internet over to countries that have questionable records at best regarding these rights would not ensure the Internet’s continued success.”

“The more governments that become involved in this process, the more red tape and overly burdensome regulations that huge bureaucratic agencies bring will increase.  By keeping the private sector and market principles involved in the administration of the Internet, we can help ensure that the Internet continues to thrive,” Goodlatte continued.

Internet governance will be further debated this November in Tunis at the World Summit of the Information Society (WSIS).  
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