September 21, 2005

Support Sensible Guest Worker Reform Legislation:

Providing Amnesty is NOT the Answer

Dear Colleague:


The U.S. needs a better guest worker visa program for agriculture.  Under current conditions, workers are subjected to a frustrating process that only encourages more illegal entry, while agriculture employers are forced to either participate in this costly, time-consuming and flawed program or take the risk of hiring illegal workers.  


Supporters of some guest worker proposals believe that we should reward the illegal population with an adjustment to Legal Permanent Resident status, or AMNESTY.  However, amnesty sends the wrong message to those foreign nationals who actually try to comply with our laws and encourages more foreign nationals to come into the U.S. illegally with the thought that they, too, will get rewarded for their illegal actions.


We will soon introduce a bill that reforms the H-2A guest worker program without allowing those currently in the country illegally to adjust to Legal Permanent Resident status.  This bill:

· maintains the current requirement that employers actively recruit U.S. workers for agricultural jobs;

· does not provide amnesty for those who are in the U.S. illegally;

· removes incentives for illegal entry and frees up enforcement assets to strengthen border security;

· ensures that employers who misrepresent their need for foreign workers will be disqualified from the program; 

· eliminates the Adverse Effect Wage Rate and replaces it with a prevailing wage standard; and

· gives the agriculture industry a more functional and streamlined program by simplifying the application process.


We need a reform of the H-2A program that promotes border security by allowing guest workers to come and go legally-a reform that will streamline the costly and time-consuming process and establish a fair wage standard.  Rewarding people in the country illegally by handing out Green Cards is not the answer. 


For additional information, or to cosponsor this legislation, please contact Branden Ritchie at 5-5431, Stephanie Myers at 5-2171 or Chad Causey at 5-4076
/s  Rep. Bob Goodlatte                                                               /s  Rep. Marion Berry

          Chairman, 

          House Agriculture Committee                                                                          
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