School Children Health Protection Act

Currently, 180 schools are providing the morning-after pill to their students through school based health clinics.  Compounding the problem is the fact that a number of courts have ruled that parental notification is disallowed when these schools provide this drug.  
 

Schools should not be in the business of providing medication to students without parental consent.  Worse, most schools will not even supply a student with aspirin without parental consent, but they will distribute the morning-after pill.  This medication has a variety of questionable side effects and raises concerns that must be discussed with the child’s parents.  Opponents will argue that we are taking control away from local schools through this amendment, but I cannot think of any control more local than parents and their children discussing what medication they should and should not take.  


 

In 2000, a bipartisan coalition of 250 members of this House voted to instruct conferees to the Labor-HHS Appropriations bill that funds should not be used for this purpose.  I hope that this year the House will once again stand-up for parental control over their children’s lives and make it clear that parents – not school administrators – are the primary decision makers regarding children’s health care.

 

If you are interested in becoming a cosponsor or need further information, please contact Bill Rys in my office at 52565.

 






Very truly yours,
 






Melissa A. Hart





Member of Congress
