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Congressman Robin Hayes Voices Support for Efforts to Further Protect America from Biological and Chemical Attack 

WASHINGTON, DC - Congressman Robin Hayes (NC-8) today voiced his support for Bush Administration efforts to protect Americans from biological and chemical attack.  President Bush outlined these additional efforts that are part of the Project BioShield proposal.


Presently, the U.S. is prepared to meet the threat of a terrorist attack with biological, chemical, or nuclear agent.  The national stockpile of medical countermeasures is more extensive and can be accessed more rapidly than ever with additional treatments under development.  However, research into treatments for these attacks has advanced little in the past several decades.  But, there has been tremendous progress in the treatment of many serious, naturally occurring diseases.  The Project BioShield initiative is designed to increase and improve treatments for possible attacks.  

The Project BioShield initiative has three major components:  spending authority for the delivery of next-generation medical countermeasures, new NIH programs to speed research and development on medical countermeasures, and new FDA emergency use authorization for promising medical countermeasures under development.

“Project BioShield is an appropriate response to the new threats posed by chemical and biological terrorism,” said Hayes.  “During the past several decades, there have been tremendous advances both in the treatment and pharmaceutical resources available for a number of serious health problems.  However, this is not the case with treatments against potential biological agents that a terrorist might use in an attack.  For example, the smallpox vaccine used today is hardly different than the vaccine used in the 1960’s.  We must improve our response abilities.”

Hayes, who was recently appointed Chairman of the U.S. House Livestock and Horticulture Agriculture Subcommittee, said that our nation’s agriculture system could be targeted by terrorists in a biological attack.


“This is important both from a personal safety perspective but also from the larger perspective of protecting our natural resources.  A lot of folks don’t realize the devastating impact that a terrorist attack utilizing foot and mouth disease or another biological agent could have on our food supply and the U.S. agriculture economy.  We have to be able to respond as quickly and effectively as possible in case such an attack is attempted.  I welcome the proposals included in Project BioShield steps and look forward to working to help make them it a reality.”
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