October 1, 2003

Help Our Fighting Men and Women Enjoy R&R
Cosponsor H.R. 3200
Dear Colleague:

Yesterday I  introduced legislation to cover the travel and transportation costs of members of the Armed Forces granted leave under the Rest and Recuperation Leave program for both Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

This legislation will cover the travel expenses to get a soldier home to spend R&R with their family.  Currently, travel from BWI, or another point of entry, to the soldier’s home is not paid for by the Department of Defense.  The R&R program grants soldiers a brief leave from their important duties, and I do not want them to be worried about their travel costs while they should be spending time with their loved ones.  This legislation does not cover lodging or per diem food costs, but it serves to relieve an undue burden placed on our brave fighting men and women.

This legislation also directs the Secretary of Defense to submit a report to Congress addressing the R&R program for future missions.

If you would like additional information or to become a cosponsor, please contact Todd Sommers of my staff at (202) 225-2190. 

Sincerely,        

J. D. Hayworth

        Member of Congress
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