The Single Greatest Assault on Freedom in our Lifetime?

October 11, 2005

Dear Republican Study Committee Colleague: 

Many of you heard Senator Gramm share his concerns with us about the recent

Kelo v. New London Supreme Court decision, in which the Court upheld the city’s right to seize private property for another private use.  Eminent domain is established in our constitution, but it must be extremely limited and for public use only. 

The Supreme Court’s broad interpretation authorizing property takings when another owner could generate more tax revenue is a direct threat to the freedom of all Americans.  Congress must enact legislation preventing governments from preferring one private owner to another.  

Congressman Henry Bonilla’s Strengthening the Ownership of Private Property (STOPP) Act, H.R. 3405, is a good solution to this looming problem.  When abuses occur, the STOPP Act will prevent localities and states from receiving federal economic assistance on ALL economic development projects, not just those projects upon which abuses occur.  The legislation will also ensure state and local governments pay fair market value and moving expenses for citizens relocated due to abuses.  

Under the bill, local governments may still use eminent domain for its limited constitutional purpose—legitimate public works like schools and highways.  The STOPP Act has over 100 cosponsors and was approved almost unanimously by the House Agriculture Committee. 

Private property rights and freedom are important to all of us in the Republican Study Committee.  If you have not already signed on, please join me in cosponsoring 

H.R. 3405.  Contact Jamie Notman of my staff at 5-3484 or Walt Smith with Congressman Bonilla’s office at 5-4511.  

Yours respectfully,

                                                            
JEB HENSARLING
