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Sam Johnson and Jeb Hensarling Advocate Wright Repeal

Metroplex Lawmakers Introduce Bill to End the Restrictive Wright Amendment

WASHINGTON – Today, Dallas-area Congressmen Sam Johnson (R- TX-3) and Jeb Hensarling (R-TX-5) introduced legislation to repeal the Wright Amendment that unfairly restricts flights at Dallas Love Field. 

“Airline consumers should have the freedom to fly where they want without unnecessary restrictions,” said Congressman Hensarling.  “It is right to repeal the Wright Amendment. It is wrong for the federal government to play favorites between airlines or airports.  Repealing the Wright Amendment will help promote competition, which will provide greater choices and lower fares to passengers and generate more travel to the Metroplex.”

The Right to Fly Act would immediately repeal the 26-year ban on flights between Love Field and most destinations outside Texas.  If passed, consumers could see lower fares as a result of increased competition between air carriers.

“The real debate is about this – shouldn’t people have the right to choose which airport and which airline they’ll use for their travel needs - and not have the government decide that for them?  Why should the federal government enforce strict standards on one airport and punish one airline?  What right does the federal government have to do that?  That’s unfair and not right,” said Johnson.

With the exception of federally owned Reagan National Airport in Washington, DC, Dallas Love Field is the only airport in the United States subject to “perimeter rules” imposed by Congress to restrict air travel.

“I say it’s time to repeal the Wright Amendment.  That’s what freedom, democracy and competition are all about,” concluded Johnson.

###

