March 3, 2003

Protect the Pledge of Allegiance!
Protect the Ten Commandments!
Protect School Prayer!
Dear Colleague:
Last week the courts struck again, as the 9th Circuit again ruled the Pledge of Allegiance is unconstitutional.   
The issue will not go away, nor will the constant attacks on public displays of the Ten Commandments or on students who wish to pray. 
Only a constitutional amendment will stop the courts from supporting intolerant attacks on expressions of faith.
Nothing else can resolve this.  And we should not need separate amendments to address the Pledge, the Ten Commandments, and school prayer.   They must all be addressed together, in a way that avoids official religion while protecting our religious expressions and freedom.
This "Pledge and Prayer Amendment" protects what America cherishes.  The Pledge of Allegiance.  The Ten Commandments.  School prayer.  It is improved and refined language evolved from the "Religious Freedom Amendment" that received votes from a majority of House members a few years ago.
You can be an original co-sponsor of the "Pledge and Prayer Amendment" by signing-on this week before its formal filing next week.
To be an original co-sponsor, please contact Deborah Shelby of my staff at 5-2132. The text of the proposed amendment is included on the back of this page.

Very Truly Yours,
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Ernest J. Istook, Jr.


Member of Congress

HJR ___
JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States restoring religious freedom. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years after the date of its submission for ratification, and is intended to include protection of the Pledge of Allegiance, the display of the Ten Commandments, and school prayer:
`Article--
`To secure the people's right to acknowledge God according to the dictates of conscience:
`The people retain the right to pray and to recognize their religious beliefs, heritage, and traditions on public property, including schools.
`The United States and the States shall not establish any official religion nor require any person to join in prayer or religious activity.'
