Health Coverage for the Uninsured Act 

Representatives Sam Johnson (TX), Eric Cantor (VA), Paul Ryan (WI) and J.D. Hayworth (AZ) have introduced legislation, HR 1872, which incorporates a large portion of the President’s health care agenda. 

This bill tries to hone in on the problem of the uninsured where we can have the most impact: individuals who do not receive health care through their employer and small businesses that cannot afford to offer health care coverage.  

We believe that High Deductible Health Plans (HDHP) paired with Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) carry great potential to help lower the cost of health care for everyone—including employers.

The following is a brief outline of the three sections of the bill:

1. Encourage individuals to buy affordable health insurance: an above-the-line deduction for the cost of health care premiums.

Individuals who purchase a HDHP and contribute to an HSA and do not receive health insurance through their employer (or any government program) would be allowed a deduction of the amount of the premium.   

2.  Encourage small businesses to offer high-deductible plans: a tax credit for employers who make contributions to employee HSAs. 


For-profit small businesses (of up to 100 employees—including partners) would be given a refundable tax rebate for contributions made to their employees’ health savings accounts.  

The credit would be up to $500 for a contribution to each family account, and up to $200 for a contribution to each individual account.  

3. Make health care insurance more affordable for low-income people: provide a tax credit for the purchase of health insurance. 

The credit provides a subsidy of up to 90% of health insurance premium, up to $1000 for an individual and up to $3000 for a family plan.  Up to 30% of the credit could be contributed to their Health Savings Account.

The credit would be refundable (as many of the low-income are exempt from income taxes), advanceable, and assignable—meaning the money would go straight to the insurer of their choice to pay for their health care.

To cosponsor the bill, please contact Nikki Miller (Rep. Johnson – x54201), Colleen Maloney (Rep. Cantor – x52815), Erik Rasmussen (Rep. Hayworth – x52190), or Peter Fotos (Rep. Ryan –x53031).

