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KING CALLS FOR ACTIVIST JUDGES TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
 
Iowa Congressman is adamant about PBA ban
 
Lincoln, NE - U.S. Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, said Saturday that he intends to push to bring activist judges before Congress to explain the constitutional basis for their rulings when those decisions overturn the will of Congress and the American people.
 
King, who held a news conference on the issue outside the Federal Courthouse here in April, was back in Lincoln for an event on Saturday featuring U.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert. While here, he conferred with former Attorney General Don Stenberg on the issue of the federal ban on partial birth abortion. Stenberg defended a similar Nebraska ban before the U.S. Supreme Court four years ago.
 
"On issues like the federal ban on partial birth abortion, judges who overturn the will of the people and their elected representatives must be held accountable for their decisions," King said Saturday, echoing remarks he made in April. "It is time to ground these out-of-touch judges in the Constitution."
 
King is a member of the House Judiciary Committee and the Subcommittee on the Constitution. These panels held exhaustive hearings and listened to expert medical testimony before sending the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 to the full House for consideration. 
 
The House and Senate passed the ban, which was then signed into law by President Bush. Legal challenges were filed immediately by abortion advocates in New York City, San Francisco and Lincoln. 
 
"The conclusions reached as a result of Congressional hearings are the highest standard of fact-finding." King said. "For judges to brush aside such evidence is the height of arrogance."
 
King said he has held discussions with House Judiciary Committee Chairman James Sensenbrenner about bringing activist judges before the Committee to explain their rulings in light of the Constitution. 
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