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The institution of marriage is in jeopardy today.  This year has marked a period of rampant judicial activism in many areas, perhaps most importantly affecting marriage.  Earlier this year, Massachusetts's highest court, legislating from the bench, ordered the state legislature to allow homosexual couples to get married.  Two courts in Washington State have now invalidated legislation that would keep marriage as between a man and a woman and have required Washington to recognize the same-sex marriages of other states.  Cases are pending in California, Oregon, Connecticut, Maryland, and Florida, trying to force same-sex marriages onto those states.

 

In 1996, Congress passed and President Clinton signed the Defense of Marriage Act, which defined marriage under federal law as a union between one man and one woman.  Nearly 90% of state legislatures have reaffirmed this definition.  Missouri and Nebraska, among other states, have passed state constitutional amendments, and eleven other states will seek to do the same on the November ballot.  Polls show that over two-thirds of Americans believe that same-sex marriages should not be recognized by the law as valid.  Courts, in legislating on this issue from the bench, have invalidated and belittled the views of the majority of Americans.  

 

Some argue that the courts must make decisions like these to protect the "rights" of the minority.  I ask you:  Who will protect the rights of the majority from the courts?  This is no longer a question of leaving this decision to the states.  The courts have taken that from them.  It's now a question of our national unity, of our cultural identity, of our children's futures.  We must act today to preserve the cornerstone of our civilization.

 

President Bush understands the need for a constitutional amendment to prevent these violations. He called upon Congress to pass an amendment to the Constitution to protect marriage.  As he explained, "On a matter of such importance, the voice of the people must be heard. Activist courts have left the people with only one option.  If we are to prevent the meaning of marriage from being changed forever, our nation must enact a constitutional amendment to protect marriage in America."

 

Marriage is and always has been a union between one man and one woman.  States must not be forced to recognize a same-sex marriage.  The House of Representatives will hold a vote on the Marriage Protection Amendment at the end of this month.  This constitutional amendment states, "Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitution, nor the Constitution of any State, nor State or Federal law, shall be construed to require that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups."  I, for one, will be for marriage by voting yes.
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