March 3, 2003
 

COSPONSOR H.R. 997

THE ENGLISH UNITY ACT OF 2003
 

Dear Colleague:
 

The English language is the carrier of liberty and freedom throughout history and the world.  For centuries, our common tongue, English, has been the uniting force in this great nation, knocking down ethnic and religious barriers to make us truly one nation.  Today as we rally for unity and patriotism, a common means of communication propels us toward our goal. 
 

The English Language Unity Act declares English the language of the United States.  Like its predecessors, it does not affect the teaching and study of other languages.  It does not deter the use of other languages in the home, community, church, or elsewhere.  
 

Regardless of race, gender or citizenship status, Americans have declared their support for an official language.  A survey conducted by the nationally recognized Tarrance Group (January 2002) found that 84 percent of Americans favor making English the official language of the United States.  Other polls taken on a state-by-state basis have indicated a similar threshold of support. Twenty-seven states have passed similar English language statutes.  In the Iowa Senate, I led the effort to pass English language unity legislation which was signed into law in 2002.
 

A common language has enabled generations of Americans to realize the dream of American opportunity and freedom.  Studies continue to prove those who know English get better jobs, earn more money, and receive better health care than those who cannot speak the language.  As a result, an emphasis on English decreases reliance on the federal government.  
 

The need for official English appears in our newspapers every day - injuries in the workplace, mistranslations at hospitals, people who are unable to support themselves and their families - all because they could not speak English.  I ask for your support in cosponsoring H.R. 997, the English Language Unity Act, which was introduced last week.  For more information or to join me as a cosponsor of the English Language Unity Act, please contact Brenna Findley in my office at 5-4426. 
 

Sincerely,
 

Steve King
Member of Congress
