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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
KING WITNESSES COLLAPSE OF WTO TRADE TALKS 
 
Washington, D.C. -  Congressman Steve King today returned from the World Trade Organization's trade negations in Mexico, where he was the only Member of the Iowa Congressional Delegation to witness the breakdown in affairs.  

 
Negotiations collapsed Sunday as delegates from many underdeveloped countries celebrated their perceived success as an increasingly powerful band of poor farming countries, known as G-21, held strong to prevent talks from proceeding.  

 
"It is important that each participating country have a voice in negotiations, but by banding together to divert trade talks, underdeveloped countries ultimately hurt themselves", said King.  "No one in Europe or the United States will starve to death because of their efforts, but the citizens in their own countries will be put at risk.
 
"What occurred Sunday puts the viability of the WTO in question, but it also allows the U.S. to go forth with trade promotion authorization on its own.  We need to follow through with President Bush's plan for a Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement (FTAA) by 2005.  Bilateral trade negotiations with developing countries should help them develop their trade negotiations as well."  

 
To access a soundbyte of King providing further comment on the negotiations, please call (202) 226-4760 and enter 0604402# when asked for the message number.
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