Restore the Separation of Military and 

Peace Corps Service 

-and-

Help Protect Peace Corps Volunteers

 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

Since John Kennedy created the Peace Corps in 1961 - guided by a mission to recruit, train and send volunteers overseas for two years of citizen service - more than 170,000 Americans have worked and lived at ground level in 137 developing nations.  

 

In this same spirit, Congress created the National Call to Service recruitment program through the FY03 Defense Authorization Act.  The goal of this program was to encourage young Americans to volunteer for national service, both military and civilian.  The National Call to Service program allows military recruits to count service in the Peace Corps or AmeriCorps toward the eight year commitment required of military personnel.

 

Though I applaud efforts to encourage national service, I am concerned about the contractual linking of military and civilian volunteer service.  National service is essential, but we must be careful not to blur the lines distinguishing military service from service in the Peace Corps. 

 

Many Peace Corps members - past and present - have expressed concern that perceived links between military service and the Peace Corps could jeopardize the safety of Peace Corps Volunteers who provide essential humanitarian service in remote locations.  

 

I encourage you to support H.R. 3709 to alter the National Call to Service Program to remove the Peace Corps as an option for completing an individual's military enlistment requirement, both as a way to protect Peace Corps Volunteers and to differentiate the roles of both Peace Corps Volunteers and our military servicemembers.  

 

If you have questions or wish to co-sponsor, please contact Jeff McNichols (5-2271) in my office.

 

 






Sincerely,

 






JOHN KLINE






Member of Congress

