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April 10, 2003

Before Members of the House and Senate work returned home for the April district work period, they passed a budget resolution for Fiscal Year 2004.  I want to take a moment to respond to a widely-voiced misconception which concerns me greatly.

One of the arguments to emerge from the ranks of those who oppose the Budget passed by Congress last week, is that benefits to our nation’s veterans have been cut even as we proceed with our efforts in the ongoing War Against Terrorism.

Unfortunately, as with many of the decisions made in Washington, the factual details of the Budget Resolution are underscored by the contentious political environment in which it is considered.  Unfortunately, critics have manipulated the evidence to fit their desired outcome.

 I am dismayed to see an issue as vital as meeting the needs of the men and women who have served our nation used as a political game-piece.  As a 25-year veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, one of my personal priorities in Congress is to ensure government keeps its promises to our veterans.  That is precisely why I supported the higher levels of funding for veterans programs found in the Congressional Budget Resolution.

The budget resolution we passed in Congress includes an increase of $6.2 billion in veterans funding from Fiscal Year 2003 to 2004 – this represents a 10.7% increase in overall veterans spending.  In addition, the budget resolution includes a $3.4 billion (or 12.9%) increase in funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Yet critics continue to decry cuts.  How, in the face of such clear evidence, is this possible?  

The fact is, it isn’t possible.  Those who oppose the budget speak loudly of so-called “cuts,” but are reluctant to even whisper about the formulae they use to reach that conclusion.  In order to claim a $6.2 billion increase in spending for veterans’ programs as a cut, one must work from a fabricated projection of spending based upon an outdated budget.  

Critics take a large risk when they use hypothetical numbers to justify their arguments.  I commend their command of theoretical math, but challenge them to a discussion based on the facts.  

Fact: 
In Fiscal Year 2003, we are spending $57.63 billion for veterans’ programs.  

Fact:
Our budget for Fiscal Year 2004 provides $63.8 billion for veterans’ programs.  

Fact:
The budget resolution passed by Congress would increase spending on veterans’ programs by $6.2 billion.


Now is not the time for political games.  Congress has passed a budget resolution that funds our nation’s priorities – such as caring for our veterans – and provides the stimulus our economy needs.  Now is the time to rise above partisan politics, and unite in support of our nation’s priorities.

