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Legislative Bulletin………………………………………...………May 2, 2007
Contents:

H.R. 1868 —  Technology Innovation and Manufacturing Stimulation Act of 2007
H.R. 1868, the Technology Innovation and Manufacturing Stimulation Act of 2007 (sponsored by Rep. Wu, D-OR), is scheduled to be considered on the House floor today, May 2, 2007, subject to a structured rule (H.Res. 349), allowing one motion to recommit with instructions.  Below is a summary of the amendments made in order by the rule.  Amendments are debatable for 10 minutes, unless otherwise noted.  Note:  Summaries are based on RSC staff’s review of actual amendment text.  For a summary of the underlying bill, see a separate RSC document released earlier in the week.  
RSC Contact:  Joelle Cannon; joelle.cannon@mail.house.gov; 202.226.0718

Wu (D-OR)/Gingrey (R-GA). Manager’s Amendment.  Clarifies several provisions regarding the Technology Innovation Program.  Namely, the amendment states that grants should be awarded for technologies that “address critical national needs,” (instead of  ones that “offer significant potential benefits to the United States”); requires that technologies receiving grants should be “high risk, high reward;” includes state-developed technologies in the program; and defines high risk, high reward projects.  
Wynn (D-MD).  Adds the following list to further define the phrase “enabling technologies,” as part of the requirements for those receiving grants through the Technology Innovation Program:  “including any technological application that uses biologic systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify products or processes for specific use.”
Manzullo (R-IL).  Authorizes $2 million for NIST to establish a manufacturing research database with information on manufacturing research funded by the government.   Allows NIST to charge a “nominal fee” for searching the database, “as necessary to recover the costs of maintaining the database.” 

Boyda (D-KS).  Inserts "the replacement of petroleum-based materials" as a technology that benefits the nation for purposes of grants awarded through the Technology Innovation Program.  

Boyda (D-KS).  Extends grant eligibility under the Technology Innovation Program to include “small and medium-sized businesses working in collaboration with local and regional universities that are substantially involved and have a leadership role in programmatically steering the application and commercialization of a project.” 
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