[image: image1.jpg]Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), Chairman
Russ Vought, Executive Director

RSCHF e

Republican Study Committee ‘Washingtan, DC 20515

e e ey S5 0% 69T T Tax (30%) 6163




Legislative Bulletin……………………………………..August 2, 2007
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H.R. 3161 – PART II – The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008
H.R. 3161, the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008 (sponsored by Rep. DeLauro, D-CT), is being considered on the House floor today, Thursday, August 2, 2007, subject to a new structured rule (H. Res. 599), making in order only the following ten amendments.  The six additional amendments printed in part A of the rule, summarized below, will be considered as adopted under the rule.  The rule allows one motion to recommit with or without instructions.  The also provides that after the motion that the Committee rise has been rejected on a legislative day, the chair may entertain another such motion on that day only if offered by the Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations or the Majority Leader.
The rule waives all points of order against consideration of the bill, except those regarding PAYGO and earmarks, and allows the Chair to postpone consideration of the legislation at any time during its consideration.  The rule also waives the no-authorizing-on-appropriations point of order against provisions in the underlying bill.

Note:  The summaries below are based on RSC staff’s review of actual amendment text.  For a summary of the underlying bill, see a separate RSC document released earlier today.
RSC Staff Contact:  
Andy Koenig; andy.koenig@mail.house.gov; 202-226-9717

Amendments Considered as Adopted Under the Rule
Emerson (D-MO).  Defines terms such as “importer,” “pharmacist,” and “prescription drugs” in section 726 (which allows an individual, wholesaler, or pharmacist import prescription drugs) as defined in Sec. 804(a)(3) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 
Spratt (D-SC).  Strikes and replaces section 738, regarding horse slaughter and consumption.  The new text of section 738 eliminates prohibitions on international transportation and federal animal quarantine laws on horses, but retains prohibitions on horse slaughter. 
Waxman (D-CA).  Strikes and replaces section 746 to clarify that no funds may be used by the FDA to authorize qualified health claims for conventional foods.  Originally, the text did not specifically refer to the FDA. 
Upton (R-MI).  Prohibits funds from being used to purchase light bulbs, unless the light bulbs have the “ENERGY STAR” or “Federal Energy Management Program” designation. 
Mollohan (D-WV).  Prohibits funds in the Act from being used for the Canaan Valley Institute (CVI) in Thomas, West Virginia.  

CVI is a “nonprofit, non-advocacy organization committed to helping communities improve the quality of life in their watersheds by restoring aquatic resources using cost-effective, locally determined solutions.”  For more information on CVI, please click here. 
Stupak (D-MI).  Prohibits funds in the Act from being used:

1) to terminate any of the 13 field laboratories that are operated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as of January 1, 2007, or 20 district offices (or any of the inspection of compliance functions within those district offices)  of the FDA that are functioning as of January 1, 2007, or

2) to consolidate any such laboratory with any other laboratory, or any district office, or any of the inspection of compliance functions of any district office, with any other district office. 

According to the sponsor’s office, the FDA has announced a “sweeping organization” of its field operations that would endanger food safety.  This amendment would prohibit the FDA from proceeding with plans to reorganize and streamline its operations.

Amendments Made in Order Under the Structured Rule
19. Sessions (R-TX).  Strikes the language in the underlying bill that would impose limitations on the Administration’s public-private competition initiative for certain government services (otherwise known as “competitive sourcing” or “OMB Circular A-76”). 
Price (R-GA).  Reduces funds for the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) by $54.8 million (from $1,076,340,000 to $1,021,517,000).  According to the Office of Management and Budget, the ARS program “funds research by Federal scientists that is designed to increase agricultural productivity and efficiency, develop new products and uses for agricultural products and by products, and expand market opportunities in the United States and abroad.”
28. Hensarling (R-TX).   Reduces funds for the Community Facility Grants by $6.3 million (from $23 million to $17 million), which would return funding to the FY 2007 level.  The FY 2008 appropriation increases spending on this program by $6.3 million or 37 percent, to $23 million.  The President’s budget notes that the program is “redundant with other Federal programs at the Departments of Commerce and Housing and Urban Development.” The President requested no funding for this program.
27. Hensarling (R-TX).  Reduces funds for the Broadband Telecommunications Grants by $8.9 million (from $17.8 million to $9 million), which would return funding to the FY 2007 level.  The FY 2008 appropriation doubles spending on this program, from nearly $9 million last year to nearly $18 million in FY 2008.  As the President’s budget notes, “This program is duplicative of the Broadband Loan Program authorized in the 2002 farm bill. The areas eligible for grants are also eligible for low-cost broadband loans through the RUS.” 

15. Kingston (R-GA).  Strikes section 726, which allows an individual, wholesaler, or pharmacist import prescription drugs that comply with Sections 501, 502 and 503 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (regarding imported drugs and devices).  According to the sponsor’s office, section 726 opens a safe, FDA-regulated route for Americans who seek low-cost prescriptions from Canada and other developed countries.  In the past, this provision has been removed in Conference, therefore the sponsor is offering the amendment to call for a recorded vote on section 726.  The sponsor will OPPOSE his amendment.
17. Kingston (R-GA).  Prohibits funds from being used to pay the salaries or expenses of any employee of the Department of Agriculture who would require contracts to construct renewable energy systems to be carried out in compliance with the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act.  The Davis-Bacon Act requires that each federal government contract worth more than $2,000 for any public work set a minimum wage to be paid to laborers at no less than locally prevailing wage. 
14. Jordan (R-OH).  Reduces total appropriations in the bill by 5.5% ($1.034 billion), which would bring the funding back to the FY 2007 level.
Flake (R-AZ).  Prohibits funds from being used for the Catfish Pathogen Genomic Project in Auburn, AL ($878,046).
Flake (R-AZ).  Prohibits funds from being used for grape genetics research in Geneva, NY ($628,843). 

Flake (R-AZ).  Prohibits funds from being used for the Alternative Uses of Tobacco grant, MD ($400,000).
Flake (R-AZ).  Prohibits funds from being used for the Ruminant Nutrition Consortium grant, MT, ND, SD, WY ($489,000). 

Flake (R-AZ).  Prohibits funds from being used for the Wood Utilization grant, OR, MS, NC, MN, ME, MI, ID, TN, AK, WV ($6,371,000). 
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