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Legislative Bulletin…………………………………….………December 14, 2005

Contents:

S. 335 – A bill to reauthorize the Congressional Award Act
S. 335 – A bill to reauthorize the Congressional Award Act — as received (Sen. Lieberman, D-CT)
Order of Business:  The bill is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, December 14th, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.  

Summary:  S. 335 reauthorizes an expired program, the Congressional Award Act until 2009.  
Additional Information:  The Congressional Award is given by the U.S. Congress to youth ages 14 to 23 for meeting certain program requirements in the areas of volunteer public service, personal development, physical fitness, and expedition and exploration.  For more information about the Congressional Award, please visit www.congressionalaward.org. 
Individuals serving on the Congressional Award Board serve without pay, however they are compensated for travel expenses incurred during the mandatory- biannual meetings held in the District of Columbia.  
According to CBO, “under S. 335, the Congressional Award Board would continue to receive in-kind services from the federal government. Those services consist of free office space in the Ford House Office Building, including maintenance and utilities, and the performance of an annual audit by the Government Accountability Office. In addition, young people recognized by the Congressional Award Program are awarded medals produced by the U.S. Mint.” 

Committee Action:  On March 3, 2005, the bill was introduced and referred to the House Government Reform Committee, which considered it and reported it to the full House by unanimous consent on April 13, 2005.
Cost to Taxpayers:  CBO estimates that implementation of S. 335 “would cost less than $500,000 a year, assuming the availability of appropriated funds. In addition, by requiring the U.S. Mint to design and strike medals at the request of the Congressional Award Board, S. 335 would increase direct spending by less than $500,000 a year. …CBO estimates that the board’s continued use of such services would cost less than $500,000 a year in appropriated funds. … Based on information from the board and the Mint, CBO estimates that reauthorizing the program would increase direct spending from the U.S. Mint Public Enterprise Fund by less than $500,000 annually.”
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  Yes, the program expired in 2004 and this will recreate it for an additional 4 years.
Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-Sector Mandates?:  No.
RSC Staff Contact:  Joelle Cannon, Joelle.cannon@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9717
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