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Congressman McHenry Rails on Supreme Court for

Anti-Death Penalty Decision

U.S. Supreme Court falsely cites “national consensus” against death penalty for convicted 17 old murderers. 

 

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman Patrick McHenry (R-NC-10) railed against the United States Supreme Court for its ruling that 16 and 17 year old convicted murderers cannot receive the death penalty for their crimes.

 

The Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that the death penalty for minors is “cruel and unusual” punishment, and cited a “national consensus” against the practice in its decision. The ruling overturns a ruling from just 16 years ago that upheld the penalty for 16 and 17 year old offenders.

 

“I don’t know what ‘national consensus’ the Supreme Court is talking about. Did Justice Kennedy take a poll and base a judicial decision on that?” asked Congressman McHenry after he heard of the ruling. “The Supreme Court is imposing its left-wing will on the American people. It has a history of inventing law that reflects the values of the lawyers who serve at its helm. The Court legitimized slavery, forced segregation, legalized abortion, pushed radical affirmative action, compelled a bizarre system of school busing, and has now made the death penalty illegal in some cases. This is judicial activism at its worst, and Congress must act to find ways to halt the will of this Court.”

 

The justices who wrote the decision based their argument on their own political views on the death penalty issue, rather than the Constitution or legal precedent. The ruling will specifically not allow the death penalty for Lee Boyd Malvo, the convicted sniper who, when 17, was convicted of murdering several innocent people in the Washington, DC area in 2002. Maryland prosecutors considered trying him with an eye toward the death penalty, after he received two life sentences for the killings in Virginia, but will no longer take up the case.
 

Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, wrote in the court’s opinion that, “Our determination finds confirmation in the stark reality that the United States is the only country in the world that continues to give official sanction to the juvenile death penalty.”

McHenry responded: “Whether or not the United States is the only country in the world that uses the death penalty is no reason to call the death penalty unconstitutional. There are lots of American laws that the Europeans don’t like. Is that reason for the Supreme Court to step in and strike them down? This is legislating from the bench, nothing less, and it must be stopped.”

 

There are several approaches being considered in Congress to stop the runaway nature of today’s federal courts. One is to restructure the nation’s federal appeals and circuit court system. Another is to call on term limits for federal judges. Congressman McHenry has stated that he is open to both ideas.
