August 31, 2005

Be an Original Cosponsor of the 

Home School Non-Discrimination Act

Dear Colleague:

Increasingly, more and more parents across America are choosing to home school their children.  Their reasons vary, but they all hold in common a commitment to providing the best education to meet the individual needs of their child.  

As Congress seeks to improve the education of all children in America, it should continue to support and encourage families who make the choice to home school their children.   Toward that end, I will soon be introducing the Home School Non-Discrimination Act of 2005 (HoNDA).  
The purpose of the Act is to ensure equal treatment of home school children under federal law by making minor changes to laws that overlook or unfairly impact home school children.  The specific changes included in HONDA are attached to the back of this letter.

Please join me in becoming an original cosponsor of the Home School Non-Discrimination Act of 2005.  For more information or to cosponsor, contact Nina Schmidgall in my office (5-4676) by 5pm Friday, September 2, 2005.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Musgrave

Member of Congress

Colorado, Fourth District
Home School Non-Discrimination Act of 2005

Sponsor: Rep. Marilyn Musgrave

Summary:  The Home School Non-Discrimination Act of 2005 (HoNDA) seeks to clarify current federal laws that overlook or unfairly impact home school students.  Many of the discriminatory statutes altered by HoNDA are the result of Congressional neglect, not purposeful exclusion.  Passing HoNDA is important to ensure equal treatment of home school students under federal law.

Specific Provisions of HoNDA:

· Clarifies the Higher Education Act to ensure home school graduates and institutions that enroll home school students are eligible for federal financial aid.  While it has been clear since 1998 that home school students are eligible for financial aid, the interpretation of an institution’s eligibility has been misconstrued at times.  HoNDA would clarify the law to line up the institutional eligibility requirements of HEA with the student eligibility section of HEA.
· Clarifies that home educators in all states have access to Coverdell Education Savings Accounts (ESAs), which allow parents to save $2,000 a year in tax-free accounts for a child’s educational expenses.  Coverdell ESAs are currently open to home school families in the 14 states that consider a home school a private school.

· Improves protection of home school student records.  Under the Family Educational Records and Privacy Act (FERPA), the records of public school students are unavailable to the public.  The records of home school students, however, are not protected by FERPA.  HoNDA would make this change.

· Amends child labor laws to allow home-educated students to work during traditional school hours.  One of the key assets of home schooling is flexibility, and many home school students have the flexibility to work during traditional school hours—if it weren’t for discriminatory labor laws.  HoNDA would permit such flexibility without changing any other child labor laws, including limitations on weekly work hours.
· Includes all home school children as eligible applicants for the prestigious Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program.  Currently, home school students are only allowed to compete for this scholarship if they reside in a state that classifies a home school as a private school.  HoNDA would open up the scholarship to all home-educated students.
