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Musgrave’s Support For Education Pays Hundreds Of Millions

House passes education measure initially omitted, championed by Marilyn

Washington, DC:  As a result of Representative Marilyn Musgrave’s (CO-04) leadership and commitment to send money to our nation’s classrooms, the Title V Innovative Education Program will receive $200 million in federal funds over the next year after she succeeded in passing a critical amendment to restore funding originally omitted.

 

“The Title V funds allow local educators the flexibility to address local needs, whether they are school safety, lowering class size, remedial reading, drop-out prevention, or support for charter schools,” said Musgrave. “I am extremely supportive of giving our local educators flexibility with their education funds so they can make decisions that truly benefit students.  This program is the most popular among the states because it provides that much flexibility.”

In 2002 and 2003, Colorado used 23 percent of their block grant money from this program for literacy programs and 11 percent was used for library materials.  Other states have used the money for computers and teachers.  Many states are now using the money to meet the academic requirements of No Child Left Behind.

Congress recently passed a year-end omnibus spending bill, (Fiscal Year 2005 Consolidated Appropriations Act) which provides $57 billion for education and over $388 billion to fund various federal agencies over the next year.  As a direct result of Marilyn Musgrave’s efforts, $200 million was included for the Title V Innovative Education Program over the next year. 

Although the program received funding in previous years, no money was slated for next year until the Congresswoman took action.  In September, when the House was debating legislation to fund education nationwide over the next year (Fiscal Year 2005 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Departments Appropriations Act), Musgrave joined Rep. John Shadegg (AZ-03) in introducing an amendment on the floor of the House to provide money for the Title V education program.  The education bill was folded into the larger omnibus legislation that passed over the weekend.

Following the passage of her amendment, which provided $20 million, the Congresswoman continued pushing for more funding by organizing and leading a group of 26 other Members of Congress in petitioning Chairman Ralph Regula, of the House Committee on Appropriation, to fully restore funding of the Title V program.  Her perseverance was instrumental in securing $200 million for Title V funds, even when other programs were kept within budgeted limits.

(more)

In the letter, Musgrave and this group stated, “In FY04, this program was funded at $297 million, and every state received at least $1.4 million in block grants.  The flexibility of these funds is critical in allowing schools to meet their [No Child Left Behind] requirements.  At a time when some feel that NCLB is being ‘underfunded,’ it is imperative that we preserve this program.”

The Innovative Education Program Strategies is the most flexible program contained within the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  It is the only formula program that allows recipients to use funds to benefit any and all student populations, in any and all schools.

Musgrave is the only Representative from Colorado currently serving on the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.  In addition, she previously served on the Morgan County school board and is a former school teacher.  

# # #

Marilyn Musgrave was elected to the United States House of Representatives in January 2003, and she represents Colorado’s Fourth Congressional District.  Musgrave is a member of the House Committees on Agriculture, Education and the Workforce, and Small Business. To learn more about Rep. Musgrave please visit her official website at http://www.house.gov/musgrave.

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

House of Representatives - September 08, 2004
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word. 

   Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to offer this amendment today with the gentleman from Arizona to restore much-needed funding for the title V block grant program. These funds allow local educators the flexibility to address local needs, whether it is school safety, remedial reading, dropout prevention, professional development or support for charter schools. 

   This innovative education program is the most flexible program contained within the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. It is the only formula program that allows recipients to use the funds to benefit any and all student populations in any and all schools. In 2001-2002, 23 percent of the money provided to Colorado through this block grant was used for literacy programs, and 11 percent was used for library materials. Other States have used the money for computers and teachers. Many States are now using the money to meet the academic requirements of No Child Left Behind. 

   I am extremely supportive of giving our local educators flexibility with their funding so they can make decisions that truly benefit students. These innovative education funds can be used for anything to improve academic achievement. I urge my colleagues to support this amendment and restore these funds. 

