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Northup Commends U.S./Vietnam Agreement to Open Adoptions

 
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of State and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam signed an agreement on Tuesday that would open international adoptions between the two countries.  
 
"I commend both the United States and the government of Vietnam for agreeing to match children in need with loving families," Congresswoman Northup said.  "So many parents are eager to open their hearts and homes to these children.  Working with other governments to support adoption is the right thing to do."    
 
In January 2003, Vietnam issued a decree that allowed foreign prospective parents to adopt children only if their governments have bilateral adoption agreements with Vietnam, in an attempt to curb fraud and child trafficking. 
 
According to the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. and Vietnam have agreed to support:
· the facilitation of the adoption of orphaned children on humanitarian grounds and for the purpose of child protection. 
· the agreement that appropriate measures should be taken under respective national laws to prevent and deal with actions of adoption abuse involving the exploitation of children and other infringements on a child's lawful rights and interests. 
· the recognition of the respective national laws governing the licensing and oversight of adoption service providers. 
United States citizens reportedly account for more than half of all international adoptions, and in the past 10 years the number of children adopted annually from abroad has more than doubled.  Prior to Vietnam's 2003 moratorium, U.S. families adopted more children from only four other countries: China, Russia, South Korea, and Guatemala, respectively. 
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