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Northup Announces BCIS Paperwork Extensions for U.S. Families Adopting from China 

 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Congresswoman Anne M. Northup announced that the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS, formerly INS) will consider extension to U.S. families in the process of adopting Chinese children, and who were directly impacted by suspension delays as a result of the SARS epidemic.  Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge officially authorized the extension earlier today.  For information, families should contact their local BCIS office, where their I-600A application was filed and approved. 

 

Due to the SARS epidemic, in May 2003 the China Center for Adoption Affairs suspended travel to China for families scheduled to complete adoptions; this suspension has now been lifted.  But because of the suspension the paperwork granting many U.S. families permission to adopt from China was facing expiration, burdening adoptive families with another indefinite wait and costly fees. 

 

Northup stated, "Thanks to the extensions, families in Louisville and across the country will soon be able to meet the children they have been waiting so long to see.  I commend Secretary Ridge for working with me to swiftly end further delays for American families in the process of adopting children from China."

 

Rep. Northup spoke directly with Secretary Ridge to stress the frustration that expiring paperwork was causing prospective adoptive parents.  Northup also met with top BCIS officials and introduced legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives, H. Res. 304, to officially call for relief for adoptive families.    

 

United States families adopt more children from China than from any other foreign country.  Over the previous five years, 23,094 Chinese children have been adopted into U.S. homes.  Congresswoman Northup's office has been in contact with dozens of families who would have been affected by the expiring paperwork.  

 

Northup is an adoptive parent and international leader on behalf of adoption policy.  She traveled to China in January 2002 and met with then-president Jiang Xemin to reduce bureaucratic obstacles and limitations on international Chinese adoptions.  Late last year, the Chinese government announced it would lift its quota on adoptions.
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