December 3, 2004

 

President George W. Bush

The White House

Washington, DC 20502

 

Dear President Bush:

 

We are deeply disturbed by your decision to provide funding directly to the Palestinian Authority.  Because the Palestinian Authority has a history of supporting terror, diverting aid, and stalling the road map to peace we oppose any such proposal.

 

You were right early in your administration when you made an end to violence and a real change in the Palestinian leadership a precursor to any further negotiations.  To date, only one of those demands has been met, and yet you have decided to begin underwriting an organization that supports terror.

 
The Palestinian Authority has funneled millions of dollars to al-Aqsa, Hamas, and other groups to carry out terror attacks.  The U.S. State Department confirmed that senior leaders of the Palestinian Authority purchased $15 million worth of Iranian missiles and weaponry to support such attacks.  Since 2000, the Israeli army has destroyed five illegal weapons factories bankrolled by the PA for $400,000.

 

Additionally, the Palestinian Authority has proven to be a poor steward of the aid it has received, both from the United States and other international donors.  A 2003 IMF report acknowledged that $900 million in Palestinian Authority income was siphoned off by Yasser Arafat between 1995 and 2000.  American auditors working with Palestinian finance minister Salam Fayyad still believe that the PA is marred by corruption.  Even Fayyad has acknowledged publicly that Palestinian assets are “a mess.”

 

Yet as President you have given $612 million in aid to the West Bank and Gaza.  That’s more U.S. aid to the Palestinians than under the previous five presidents combined.  During the same time more than 915 innocent Israeli civilians have been killed in unprecedented terrorist attacks.

 

In 2003, you provided an unprecedented $20 million in direct aid to the PA despite a Congressional prohibition intended to ensure accountability.  At that time, Congress was assured that American accountants from Deloitte & Touche would track that money from inside the Ministry of Finance, but they were never let in by the Palestinian leadership.  
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Direct aid represents a departure from longstanding efforts to ensure that U.S. aid is not funding global terror.  The U.S. already made this mistake in 2003.  We should not write another blank check to the Palestinian Authority.  We should withhold our money until the Palestinian Authority’s actions demonstrate real progress towards peace.

 

Sincerely,

______________________


______________________

ANTHONY D. WEINER


C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

______________________


______________________

DAN BURTON



JERROLD NADLER 

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

______________________

CAROLYN MCCARTHY




Member of Congress

