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House of Representativaes

ELA"T" s

Driving a Conservative Agenda in Congress

Members of Congress Respond
to Pro-CARA Rally:

Conservative Action Team Press Release
Thursday, September 21, 2000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Neil Bradley 202-226-2273

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Members of the House of Representatives released the
following remarks in response to President Clinton’s statement and the Capitol Hill
rally in favor of the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA):

(NOTE: All poll references are to a Vox Populi Communications poll of 400
registered voters with a 4.9% margin of error.)

THE GOVERNMENT OWNS ENOUGH LAND:

"The sole aim of this legislation is to increase federal land holdings. The word
'acquisition' appears 21 times in the text of the bill," said U.S. Rep. Helen
Chenoweth-Hage (R-Idaho). "39.8% of all the land in the United States is in the
hands of the government. Furthermore, CARA specifically targets farm land, calling
for the 'conversion of cropland to less intensive uses.' That's some deal -- our federal
tax dollars combined with our state tax dollars to purchase our farms, deplete state
property tax revenues and create more public lands to which we will be denied
access."

According to the Vox Populi Poll, when Americans learn that the federal
government already owns about 1/3 of the land in the U.S. they oppose additional
land acquisition 53% to 34%.

DO AMERICANS REALLY SUPPORT CARA?:

"Supporters are always quick to cite a poll showing Americans favor CARA.
However, they only ask this question in the abstract. When asked to select among
competing priorities, Americans have said acquiring more land for parks is a very
low priority. In fact, acquiring more land for parks ranked dead last at 1%,
behind improving education (32%), preserving Social Security (20%), health care
reform (18%) cutting taxes (13%) paying down the debt (10%), and increasing
defense spending (3%)," stated Rep. John Shadegg (R-AZ) citing a poll by Vox
Populi.

MAINTENANCE BACKLOG & WILDFIRES:

"Mismanagement and a $8 billion maintenance backlog for federal lands contributed
to the rash of wildfires that burned over 6 million acres of land, destroyed hundreds
of homes, and cost the American public billions of dollars this summer. The Forest
Service needs $1.5 billion per year for fuels reduction, but they won't get any of that
money out of this bill. Instead, they will end up with more land to maintain. Land
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acquisition should not take priority over maintenance of what you already have,"
stated Rep. George Radanovich (R-CA)

According to the Vox Populi Poll, Americans by a more than 6-to-1 margin (80% to
12%) want to address our maintenance backlog before buying new land.

CARA STEALS MONEY FROM DEBT REDUCTION:

"The $3 billion annual cost for CARA will come straight out of money that would
otherwise go for public debt reduction. If CARA is enacted, it will cost Americans
$195 million in extra interest payments in the first year alone. This week Congress
made a bipartisan commitment to reduce our national public debt, we cannot not
now mortgage our children’s future to acquire more federal land," stated Rep. John
Shadegg (R-AZ).

According to the Vox Populi Poll, 72% of American say they are less likely to
support CARA if it might take money away from Social Security and debt reduction.

SPECIAL INTERESTS Vs THE PUBLIC INTEREST:

"Today’s rally was nothing more than a collection of special interest groups who
will profit from the $3 billion a year handed out under CARA. From the
‘environmental groups’ who will get money for ‘cooperative initiatives’ to the state
and local agencies who hope to use federal money to circumvent local opposition to
spending more tax dollars on land acquisition, CARA is nothing more than a $3
billion annual check for the special interests. That check, however, will come at the
expense of the taxpayers and private landowners," stated Rep. Tom Coburn,
(R-OK).

According to a report from the National Association of State Budget Officers and
the National Governor’s Association, only one state used a significant portion of its
budget surplus to fund land acquisition last year. In comparison, 20 states used their
surpluses to reduce debt or increase their rainy day fund.
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