 “527s Outstrip 2004 Cycle’s Pace”

October 25, 2005

Dear Colleague,

That was the headline of an article in The Hill newspaper a few months ago.  It is clear that, with the 2006 mid-term elections getting closer and no presidential election to focus on, 527s are gearing up for unprecedented engagement in congressional races. 

Unless you want another federal election cycle dominated by 527s, unless you want another “Summer of 527s,” please join me in calling for passage of the 527 Fairness Act (H.R. 1316) on the House floor before Thanksgiving.

A free society does not need to correct an imbalance in the political system by muzzling some of its key players, by implementing a slew of new federal regulations.  The answer is to inject more freedom into the political system.  Instead of pushing down the 527s, let’s lift up other players in campaigns—political parties, nonprofits, and PACs.

The 527 Fairness Act would, for example:

· Allow grassroots organizations to receive and spend contributions from individuals for issue advocacy—even within the 30/60-day pre-election windows;

· Remove the spending limits now imposed on national political parties;

· Remove the aggregate contribution limits on contributions to federal committees and parties;

· Raise and then index PAC contribution and expenditure limits for inflation;

· Allow state and local parties to spend non-federal dollars for voter registration and sample ballots.

More freedom, not more regulations.  Let’s pass the 527 Fairness Act before Thanksgiving.  Contact Ryan Fisher in my office (225-3021) or Paul Teller with the RSC (paul.teller@mail.house.gov) for more information on the bill.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mike Pence

Member of Congress
