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PENCE ADDRESSES SPENDING CUT PLAN OF HOUSE LEADERSHIP 

Congressman Says ‘Pleased but not Content, Encouraged but not Satisfied’

Washington, DC - U.S. Congressman Mike Pence delivered the following speech on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives this morning commending the President and the House Leadership for their proposed offset package to fund hurricane relief efforts:

“I rise to say that while we respond to the energy crisis that was revealed by Hurricane Katrina it is also vital that we respond to the fiscal crisis that was laid bare by the Hurricane as well.

“For what began as a hurricane of nature very quickly became a hurricane of spending here on Capitol Hill - $60 billion appropriated in six days, paid for by simply adding to the national debt.

“Some of us thought we should pay for the big cost of Hurricane Katrina by cutting big government and this week, with the leadership of President George W. Bush and the leadership of the Republican majority in Congress, we’re beginning to do just that.

“Last night, Speaker Dennis Hastert unveiled a bold plan to cut billions of dollars from every branch of government to offset the extraordinary cost of Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath.

“And while the details take shape that would save tens of billions of dollars - an across-the-board spending cut, additional entitlement savings, a presidential rescission package for the first time in this administration, by reopening the Budget Act with a Budget Act Amendment, the first time Congress has done that since 1977, and by ending nearly 100 outdated federal programs - we are beginning that process as well.

“And so I rise today to say on behalf of House conservatives, we are pleased but not content, we are encouraged but not satisfied.  For while the debate has been difficult at times, the work of cutting government spending to offset the extraordinary cost of Hurricane Katrina will be harder still.

“With more hurricane spending right around the corner, I rise humbly to challenge my colleagues in the House and my colleagues in the United States Senate, to be strong and courageous and do the work.

“Let us have the courage to make the tough choices to find the means to pay for the cost of Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath through reductions in government spending.

“Let’s do the work of rebuilding our Gulf Coast with the compassion and the fiscal discipline that the American people expect from a Republican Congress.”
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