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PENCE COMMENDS PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 

FOR HOLDING “FREE AND FAIR” ELECTION
Washington, D.C.- Congressman Mike Pence made the following statement on the House floor today in support of a resolution he cosponsored that commends the Palestinian Authority for holding a “free and fair” election. Excerpts from Pence's statement follow:

 “And so with the election of the second President of the Palestinian Authority, it is altogether fitting that this Congress commend the Palestinian people for conducting a free and fair presidential election on January 9, 2005. 

“In congratulating the new Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, for his achievement and his leadership as H. Res. 56 does, it is altogether fitting that in the same breath as this Congress, on the behalf of the people of the United States, speaks a word of encouragement to the people of the Palestinian Authority and its new leader, we must also be willing to speak truth. And in this bipartisan measure, the American people, through this body do just that, Mr. Speaker. 

“In this resolution, the House of Representatives also will strongly condemn terrorism and urge President  Mahmoud Abbas who has happily, previously disavowed terrorism to immediately take steps to dismantle the Palestinian terrorist infrastructure, to confiscate unauthorized weapons, arrest and bring terrorists to justice, consolidate and control the many Palestinian security organizations, and end the incitement of violence and hatred in the Palestinian media, educational institutions, mosques, and other institutions.

“Mr. Speaker, the Old Testament promises ‘weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.’ For too many nights, Israeli and Palestinian families have wept for their loved ones that have fallen prey to the mindless violence that has sprung from terrorists within the Palestinian Authority. 

“This resolution today is about expressing the profound hope of the American people that a morning of joy has come with the election of President Mahmoud Abbas, the election of a new leader for the Palestinian people, we are come upon that new day of hope and we will rise today as a Congress, in  bipartisan fashion, to express that hope with congratulations, but also with the truth that there must be results  and leadership that lead to peace and justice in the region for all of the people.” 
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