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PENCE INTRODUCES BILL TO GRANT 

FARMERS GREATER FLEXIBILITY

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Mike Pence introduced legislation today that would grant Hoosier farmers greater flexibility in what they choose to grow in their fields.  The Farming Flexibility Act of 2005 (H.R. 2045) corrects a provision in the 2002 Farm Bill that discourages Hoosier farmers from growing fruits and vegetables for processing.  

“I was proud to support the 2002 Farm Bill,” said Pence.  “However, certain provisions in that bill are discouraging Hoosiers from growing fruits and vegetables and are costing the taxpayer at the same time.  

“The Farm Flex Act addresses this problem so farmers don’t find their hands tied when it comes time to choose what to plant in their fields.  The bill also will save taxpayers money in the long run.”

Background

The 2002 Farm Bill included soybeans as a program crop for the first time.  Unfortunately, many in Congress did not fully appreciate how this change would interact with a provision from the 1996 Freedom to Farm legislation that places significant restrictions on fruit and vegetable production on program acres.  

As a result of this change, farmers without a history of fruit or vegetable production face stiff penalties if they choose to grow these crops.  This means that most producers can no longer reduce their reliance on the farm programs by rotating vegetable production onto their land.  

Pence’s measure represents a minor modification to current law, and is needed to correct the unintended consequences that arose when soybeans became a program crop. It is narrowly tailored to pertain only to producers who grow fruits or vegetables for processing under contract.  Also of particular note, the Congressional Budget Office has determined that the measure will save $23 million over ten years.

