Child Predator Act of 2005

A great way to show your support for crime victims during National Crime Victim’s Rights Week:  April 10-16

March 7, 2005

Dear Colleague:

News stories about sex offenders are being reported at an alarming rate.  Considering sex crimes are some of the most underreported criminal acts, there is cause for great concern for public safety.  In Colorado, a child predator previously convicted of pedophilia, was caught after sexually assaulting and molesting several children.  Because of loopholes in the current law, the child predator was able to slip into a community and destroy children’s lives.  The parents had no opportunity to keep their children safe from this tragedy.  One of the victim’s grandmothers said, 

People have the right to know where sex offenders are living.  The police should know. . .and they should notify the public.

I completely agree.  Unfortunately, these types of loopholes are being exploited by child predators in communities all across the United States.

The Child Predator Act of 2005 that I will be introducing holds offenders accountable and imposes tough sentences for child predators who repeat offend.  The Child Predator Act of 2005 closes loopholes in the current law and places tools in the hands of parents who want to safeguard their children from child predators.  The Act amends the Wetterling Act of 1994 in the following ways:

1. Defines the term child predator :: The term ‘child predator’ means a person who is convicted of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor, if the offense is sexual in nature and the minor is age 13 years old or younger. 

2. Reporting change of address :: Child predators must report change of residence within 10 days of a move 

3. Community notification :: Child predators would have to notify, at a minimum, schools, public housing, and at least 2 media outlets (such as newspapers, television stations, or radio stations) covering that community.

4. Felony for noncompliance :: If a child predator knowingly fails to comply, it is a federal felony instead of a slap on the wrist.

5. Internet accessibility :: The national database would be available on a free access internet website. 

6. Prominent marking as Child Predator :: The online database would clearly indicate the records for child predators and define the term for users of the database.

Join me today and become an original cosponsor of the Child Predator Act of 2005.  Let’s put child predators on notice that we will not tolerate the victimization of children.  Please contact Trey Hicks at x56565 before March 14th if you are interested in becoming an original cosponsor or if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Congressman Judge Ted Poe

