June 15, 2005
 

 

Support Re-Affirmation of the U.S. Record on the Armenian Genocide 
 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

We invite you to reaffirm the U.S. record on the Armenian Genocide by cosponsoring H. Res. 316, a resolution that would call upon the President to ensure that the foreign policy of the United States reflects appropriate understanding and sensitivity concerning issues related to human rights, ethnic cleansing, and genocide documented in the United States record relating to the Armenian Genocide.  
 
This past April marked the 90th anniversary of the attempted annihilation that occurred in the Ottoman Empire from 1915-1923, where one and a half million Armenians were killed and over a half a million more survivors were exiled.
 
The U.S. National Archives is replete with thousands of pages documenting the Armenian Genocide.  As this crime against humanity was being committed, the United States launched an unprecedented diplomatic, political and humanitarian campaign to end the carnage and protect the survivors.  
 
The U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire during the Armenian Genocide, Henry Morgenthau, acting on instructions from Secretaries of State William Jennings Bryan and Robert Lansing, protested the slaughter of the Armenians to the Ottoman leaders. In a cable to the Department of State on July 16, 1915, Ambassador Morgenthau stated that "a campaign of race extermination is in progress." 

 
By properly acknowledging the Armenian Genocide, we reaffirm the proud and groundbreaking chapter in U.S. history to halt the Genocide, and renew our commitment to prevent other occurrences of man's inhumanity to man.  For more information or to cosponsor this bipartisan initiative, please contact Hollyn Schuemann with Representative Radanovich at 5-4540 or Craig Albright with Representative Knollenberg at 5-5802.  
 
Sincerely,
 
  
                   George Radanovich                                                        Frank Pallone, Jr.

                   Member of Congress                                                      Member of Congress         

 
 
                  Joe Knollenberg                                                             Adam Schiff

                  Member of Congress                                                      Member of Congress

