H.R. 167 (108th) - Recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel

Overview

The government and people of Israel recognize Jerusalem as the eternal and undivided capital of Israel.  Jerusalem has been the spiritual and cultural center of the Jewish people for the past 3000 years.

Jerusalem is the seat of the Israeli government, and since 1950 has been Israel’s capital.  Across the globe, U.S. embassies are routinely headquartered in that nation’s capital. Indeed, of the nearly 200 nations with which the United States has diplomatic relations, Israel is the only country where we neither recognize its capital, nor have our embassy located in that city

It’s long past time for the United States to recognize the Israeli capital by making it the center of our governmental and diplomatic efforts.  Israel is, after all, one of America’s closest allies and the only democracy in the Middle East.

Background

In 1995, Congress passed the Jerusalem Embassy Act by overwhelming and bipartisan margins.  This bill required that the embassy move by May 31, 1999.  However, President Clinton issued a waiver on June 17, 1999, postponing the move.  By invoking the waiver, he avoided the financial penalty that accompanied his decision not to move the embassy by the legal deadline.  The policy provisions of law remain in place - Jerusalem should remain an undivided city and should be recognized as the capital of the State of Israel.

H.R. 167
1. The United States shall not operate a United States consulate or diplomatic facility in Jerusalem unless such consulate or diplomatic facility is under the supervision of the United States Ambassador to Israel.
2. Any official document of the United States Government that lists countries and their capital cities shall identify Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

3. For purposes of the registration of birth, certification of nationality, or issuance of a passport of a United States citizen born in the city of Jerusalem, the Secretary of State shall, upon the request of the citizen or the citizen's legal guardian, record the place of birth as Israel.

Essentially, these provisions were enacted last year as part of the State Department Authorization bill (H.R. 1646, 107th).  However, the provisions are only valid for funds authorized by the bill, whereas H.R. 167 would be permanent law.  
For more information, contact the office of Rep. Thomas Reynolds at 202-225-5265.

