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SUPPORT FREEDOM IN THE MIDDLE EAST

WITH THE US-BAHRAIN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

By choosing a path of moderation in a troubled region, the Kingdom of Bahrain has become a valuable partner in our efforts to bring freedom and democracy to the Middle East and to win the War on Terrorism.  Bahrain has implemented significant political, economic and social reforms over the past few years, including the adoption of a new constitution to transform the country from a hereditary emirate to a constitutional monarchy, the creation of a bicameral legislature, and the grant of suffrage to all citizens over eighteen years of age.  Bahrain is also leading the way in women’s rights in the Gulf region by being the first to allow women to run in parliamentary elections, and Bahrain’s citizens are protected by labor laws on par with western standards.  In addition, Bahrain has successfully diversified its economy off of petroleum products to become a major Middle Eastern banking and financial center.  

The people of Bahrain have shown bravery and foresight by taking these steps, and their leadership has demonstrated the importance of democratic reform to others in the Middle East.  In order to build on this momentum and to help freedom spread throughout the region, the United States should strengthen our relationship with this staunch ally through the enactment of the US-Bahrain FTA.  Trade will help to encourage further reform in Bahrain and bring our people closer together to forge friendships, cultural exchanges and mutually prosperous endeavors.  In this way, it will help pave the path to a more secure and productive future for our countries and citizens.     

We urge you to join the Bahrain Congressional Caucus in supporting the US-Bahrain FTA.  

Sincerely, 

Paul Ryan

Joseph Crowley

James Moran

Thomas Petri

Jeff Miller (FL)

Thelma Drake

Darrell Issa
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