November 4, 2003

BE AN ORIGINAL CO-SPONSOR:

TELL THE SUPREME COURT TO STOP USING 

FOREIGN LAWS AND WORLD OPINION IN THEIR LEGAL DECISIONS

Dear Colleague:

There is a disturbing and dangerous trend occurring in our nation’s highest court.  In two recent and high-profile Supreme Court decisions, Lawrence v. Texas and Atkins v. Virginia, the High Court cited world opinion and laws in defense of its ruling.
Last week, in an Atlanta Journal-Constitution article, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor said that “over time we [the Supreme Court] will rely increasingly — or take notice, at least — increasingly on international and foreign courts in examining domestic issues."
The article continues with Justice O’Connor saying that “the U.S. judiciary should pay more attention to international court decisions to help enrich our nation's standing abroad.”

Congress must take a strong stand against this growing tendency.   Join me in telling the Supreme Court that the laws and opinions of foreign countries have no legal standing under the US legal system and should not be used in deciding important Constitutional issues.  The Supreme Court should only use the U.S. Constitution and American laws to decide cases – not foreign regulations and global polling.    Our constituents have the right to vote for their Representatives and Senators; they send those they believe will make the right laws for our nation.  When the Supreme Court bases a decision on a foreign law, they usurp the democratic rights of our citizens.   The Supreme Court does not have the authority to, in effect, make our nation’s foreign policy and national laws.   Only Congress has the Constitutional authority to make and change laws.   

If you would like to be an original cosponsor of this resolution, or have any questions, please contact Jim Richardson in my office at 5-6601 or Jim.Richardson@mail.house.gov.







Sincerely,







/s/







Jim Ryun 







Member of Congress

