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Shadegg Preserves Flexible Education Funding

Amendment Will Provide $20 Million for Local Schools

WASHINGTON - “We are transforming our schools by raising standards and focusing on results,” President Bush said in his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention last week. “We are insisting on accountability, empowering parents and teachers, and making sure that local people are in charge of their schools.”
Those same principles prompted US Congressman John Shadegg to offer an amendment today, which passed unanimously, to the Labor/Health and Human Services/Education appropriations bill that will preserve the popular Education Block Grant Program. The amendment will provide $20 million in grants to school districts across the country. 

“No one knows better what our schools need than the parents, students, and teachers in the communities they serve,” Shadegg said. “We don’t need bureaucrats in Washington telling our local school boards how to spend education dollars.”

The Education Block Grants can be used to fund a wide variety of programs to improve academic performance, including reducing class size, buying computers, providing teacher training, and supporting remedial reading programs.  These efforts can help school districts fix weak spots, and comply with the challenging requirements created by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).

The American Association of School Administrators agrees with Shadegg.  The Association, which represents over 14,000 school administrators and education leaders, said in a letter, “At a time when every federal dollar flowing from the federal government to local school districts has a specific purpose, only this funding stream allows districts the flexibility to use these dollars to meet the unique needs of the local district. Every district benefits from funding under this block grant program; therefore, every district would be affected by its elimination. These dollars are helping local districts implement NCLB, an area that cannot afford to be cut.”

Shadegg added, “The No Child Left Behind Act demands accountability from our local school districts, and we need to make sure they have the tools they need.”

