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SOUDER HELPS BLOCK PARTISAN INVESTIGATION OF PRESIDENT
 

WASHINGTON - Rep. Mark Souder (R-IN) announced yesterday that he had helped to block a partisan investigation of the President's recent visit to the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln.  After Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA) requested that the General Accounting Office (GAO) examine the costs of President Bush's recent visit to the Lincoln, Souder (R-IN) wrote to the GAO to request a review of the history of visits to United States aircraft carriers by previous Presidents and their staff, Members of Congress and their staff, journalists, and other private citizens.

 

After receiving Souder's request, the GAO asked both members to withdraw their requests.  Souder agreed on the condition that Waxman do the same.  When Waxman did not agree, the GAO released a statement explaining that it would not conduct the review of the Abraham Lincoln visit because "in order to do this kind of work in a professional, objective, non-partisan, fair and balanced manner, it would require GAO to consider similar actions by past Presidents, and possibly, Members of Congress and others" which "would involve a significant commitment of resources with a questionable benefit to the public."  Those 'similar actions' were the ones listed in Rep. Souder's letter to the GAO.

 

"I am pleased that we have blocked a partisan attack on the President," Souder said.  "Basically, what we did was successfully stop a wasteful, partisan process that very well could have taken far more time and money than the actual event being investigated. 

 

"My goal was to make sure that any investigation that was carried out by the GAO was not turned into a partisan attack on President Bush," Souder added.  "I thought it was only fair that if we were going to ask to review the costs associated with the President's recent visit, we should also examine the costs associated with the many, many similar visits that Members of Congress, staffers, journalists and others have taken, including former President Clinton."

 

Souder is Chairman of the Government Reform Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources.  Waxman is the Ranking Member of the Government Reform Committee.
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