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SOUDER INTRODUCES D.C. GUN RIGHTS LEGISLATION

 
WASHINGTON - U.S. Rep. Mark Souder today introduced legislation in the House that would guarantee to citizens of the District of Columbia their Second Amendment right to bear firearms in their homes and businesses.  The District of Columbia Personal Protection Act, which was cosponsored by 22 Democrats and 40 Republicans, would lift the District of Columbia's gun ban, one of the strictest such bans in America.  The ban forbids law-abiding citizens from possessing handguns, and rifles are allowed only on an extremely limited basis.  

 

"The District of Columbia is a failed laboratory experiment for gun control," Souder said.  "It has one of the most comprehensive bans on firearms in the nation, and it also has one of the highest violent crime rates in the nation.  In fact, in 2002 it had the highest per capita crime rate of any city in the nation.  This is not a coincidence.  The simple fact is, when law abiding citizens are forbidden by their government from protecting themselves, they become easy prey for those to whom a gun ban is just one more law to break.  The citizens of the District of Columbia have the same constitutional rights as the rest of us, and one of those rights is the right to bear firearms.  We shall not allow their right to protect themselves and their property be trampled on any longer."

 

The D.C. Personal Protection Act would:

· Permit law abiding citizens of the District of Columbia to possess handguns and rifles in their homes and businesses; 

· Repeal the registration requirements for firearms; 

· Eliminate criminal penalties for possession of firearms; 

· Repeal the ban on semi-automatic firearms; 

· Repeal the ban on the possession of ammunition; 

· Permit the storage of armed firearms in one's home or place of business; and 

· Eliminate the criminal penalties for carrying a handgun in a person's home or business. 
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